
‘’HET KAN 
IN ALMERE’’
IT IS POSSIBLE IN ALMERE



	  As	  a	  trash	  producer	  
living	  in	  a	  consumerism	  
society,	  can	  you	  imagine	  if	  
you	  would	  be	  responsible	  
for	  all	  the	  trash	  you	  
produce?	  	  

	  In	  the	  ci;es	  we	  live	  
there	  is	  this	  hidden	  layer	  of	  
trash	  we	  produce,	  which	  
someone	  takes	  care	  of	  and	  
make	  sure	  our	  living	  space	  
remains	  clean.	  

	  Braambergen	  has	  
been	  the	  place,	  which	  took	  
care	  of	  the	  waste	  of	  a	  
whole	  city	  of	  Almere.	  And	  is	  
probably	  one	  of	  the	  last	  
landfills	  of	  The	  
Netherlands.	  Where	  is	  all	  
our	  trash	  going	  next?	  	  	  
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The Ugly
 [1999-2016 
Construction and Organic Waste 
built by isolation technique ]

Nauerna, Afvalzorg

Rain to

pertic
ipate Drianage

system

1-1.8 m soil 
coverage

13 m depth

3.7 
two or three things  
we know about  
braambergen 

braambergen  
“unchained”

  
 The site is shaped by three hills,
 each of them generated by
 the deposit of different kind of
 waste in different times, resulting
 in different atual qualities
recpectively 

 The good, The Bad,
The Ugly

 the north east hill, is still in
 its process to fully be "done",
 so there is still some naughty
 trash taste among it, such as
 the muddy ground, grass has
 not yet find its ground to lay
 all over it and the atlas of bad
 odor is hard to forget. But who
 knows, the ugly duckeling
can become a beautiful swan 
.!

 Time is a crucial factor in the trash story. 
 It takes time for it to detox. And by the
 time, the monster is isolated. Enlarging
 even more the distance from its creators,
 who meantime cultivate the sense of
 discuss towards it, avoiding contact in
 any manner. In these terms, the site has an
urge to be opened up. To get unchained 

 .

 20years of waste dumping and
  now ready for a new chapter

On site 
smashing 
of the trash

The Bad
[1985  
House Hold Waste Built by 
previous techinque for mak-
ing landfill. It is just cemetery 
of trash without production 
from trash]

The Good
[1999-2008 
Construction and Organic Waste 
built by isolation technique. 
Good prototype for re-using  
gas experiment] 

Zeeasterweg, Leylstad

Braambergen,
 Almere

Collected gas for 
generation of power 
by the existing gas 
motors.

...but ... 
Gas of a quality 
not worthy of 
energetic utili-
zation

Infrastructure  for 
the gas to circuit

13 m depth

Vertical 
Gas Wells

a mountain of waste  
is a mountain of 
waste 

 the hill is the latest one to
 be fulfilled, and a series of
 gas wells are digged on it
 which are used for testing the
 potential to make use of the
 gas released. The pipes have
 comfortably invaded the hill
 silohuette. They look like an
 agressive mole family have
 digged all over the hill and
 the holes dramatically have
.extended vertically

 the oldest landifll which has
 been totally decontaminated
 and is in the first steps of
 leaving its 'trash' past behind.
 The vineyard testifies the
first signs of "healthy" life 
.Ready to be used

 to make this landfill public,    
 is not a matter or creating
 nice environments, but
 specifically emphasising the
 existing structures, adding
 new layers,avoiding pathetic
efforts to find or create beauty 

no traces of 
trash in the 
site  
ready to be 
occupied 
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	  The	  Trash’’ure’’	  museum	  arises	  
as	   an	   outdoor	   exhibi;on	   space,	   not	  
build	   out	   of	   walls	   but	   out	   of	   flowers,	  
intensifying	   the	   special	   rela;on	  
between	   Almere	   and	   the	   nature	   and	  
celebra;ng	  the	  man-‐made	  land/landfill,	  
also	   by	   proofing	   that	   something	  
beau;ful	   can	   grown	   above	   a	   layer	   of	  
trash.	  	  
Once	   Braambergen	   is	   one	   of	   the	   last	  
landfill	   of	   the	   country,	   the	   Trash’’ure’’	  
museum	   would	   func;on	   as	   an	  
educa;on	   tool	   to	   build	   awareness	   and	  
to	  rethink	   future	  solu;ons	  to	  deal	  with	  
t h e	   w a s t e ,	   s p r e a d i n g	   a	   n ew	  
consciousness	  about	  what	  we	  did	  in	  the	  
past	  and	  what	  would	  can	  we	  improve	  in	  
the	  future…	  

	   The	   permanent	   exhibi;on	   of	  
the	   museum	   has	   the	   topic	   of	   ‘’What	  
would	   I	   be	   today	   if	   I	   had	   not	   been	  
dumped	   into	  the	   landfill?’’	  and	  along	   it	  
the	   visitors	   would	   observe	   various	  
objects	  which	  belong	  to	  the	  landfill,	  but	  
they	   could	   have	   had	   a	   different	  
des;na;on,	   which	   needs	   to	   be	  
developed	   in	   the	   near	   future,	   once	  
there	  won’t	  be	  more	  trash	  dumped	  into	  
the	  landfill.	  

	   Rela;ng	   to	   the	   context	   of	   the	  
city,	   in	  which	   its	   inhabitants	   are	   open-‐
minded	   and	   used	   to	   innova;ve	   and	  
experimental	   ideas,	   as	   the	   slogan	   says	  
‘’It	  is	  possible	  in	  Almere!’,	  I	  consider	  the	  
site	   a	   strategic	   place	   where	   I	   imagine	  
people	   engaging	   this	   experience	   and	  
eventually,	   arising	   interes;ng	   ideas	   of	  
what’s	  the	  best	  solu;on	  to	  manage	  the	  
waste	  in	  the	  future…	  

	  





1:1 INTERVENTION
THE BALCONY 

	   In	  rela;on	  to	  the	  1:1	  interven;on	  we	  developed,	  as	  general	  overview	  I	  think	  as	  a	  group	  we	  achieve	  a	  good	  result,	  making	  a	  significant	  interven;on	  
which	  was	  able	   to	   somehow	  show	   the	  poten;al	  of	   this	   site,	   and	   I	   think	   the	   interac;on	  between	   the	   visitors	   and	   the	   site	  was	  quite	  posi;ve,	   and	  was	  also	  
interes;ng	  to	  heard	  the	  stories	  and	  opinion	  about	  the	  site.	  	  

	  As	  a	  balcony	  member,	   if	  we	  would	  have	  more	  ;me,	  we	  would	  probably	  work	  more	  in	  the	  details,	  related	  to	  where	  to	  place	  what…	  but	  in	  general	  I	  
think	  our	   improvised	  and	  spontaneous	  way	  to	  play	  with	   the	  materials	  worked	  out,	  we	  were	   lacking	  good	  pallets	   to	  finish	   the	  structure	   	  but	   	   somehow	  we	  
played	  with	  the	  materials	  to	  fill	  the	  gaps,	  even	  some	  unexpected	  moments	  as	  the	  square	  filled	  with	  styrofoam,	  having	  this	  ini;al	  idea	  of	  playing	  with	  different	  
materials	  and	  textures,	  he	  achieve	  it	  when	  and	  see	  people	  reac;on	  stepping	   	  on	  it.	  The	  path	  cut	  out	  of	  the	  grass	  by	  itself	  had	  a	  strong	  presence	  marking	  the	  
route.	  Once	  people	  would	  know	  that	  we	  were	  using	  trash	  materials	  to	  develop	  the	  interven;on	  I	  excepted	  them	  to	  not	  feel	  confortable	  to	  seat	  for	  example,	  
but	  I	  was	  surprise	  by	  the	  way	  they	  easily	  engage	  the	  interven;on.	  	  

	  






